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cleansing—these are the monuments to
Milosevic’s triumphs.

They are also, let’s remember and admit,
the result of eight long years of Western
weakness. When will they ever learn?

Appeasement has failed in the 90s, as it
failed in the 30s. Then, there were always
politicians to argue that the madness of Na-
zism could be contained and that a reck-
oning could somehow be avoided. In our own
day too there has never been a lack of politi-
cians and diplomats willing to collaborate
with Milosevic’s Serbia. At each stage, both
in the thirties and in the nineties, the tyrant
carefully laid his snares, and naive nego-
tiators obligingly fell into them.

For eight years I have called for Serbia to
be stopped. Even after the massacre of
Srebrenica I was told that my calls for mili-
tary action were mere ‘‘emotional non-
sense,’’ words which, I think, only a man
could have uttered.

But there were also good reasons for tak-
ing action early. The West could have
stopped Milosevic in Slovenia or Croatia in
1991, or in Bosnia in 1992. But instead we de-
prived his opponents of the means to arm
themselves, thus allowing his aggression to
prosper.

Even in 1995, when at last a combination of
airstrikes and well-armed Croat and Muslin
ground forces broke the power of the Bos-
nian-Serb aggressors, we intervened to halt
their advance onto Banja Luka, and so avoid
anything that might threaten Milosevic.
Even then, Western political leaders believed
that the butcher of Belgrade could be a force
for stability. So here we are now, fighting a
war eight years too late, on treacherous ter-
rain, so far without much effective local sup-
port, with imperfect intelligence, and with
war aims that some find unclear and
unpersuasive.

But with all that said—and it must be said,
so that the lessons are well and truly
learned—let there be no doubt: this is a war
that must be won.

I understand the unease that many feel
about the way in which this operation began.
But those who agonize over whether what is
happening in Kosovo today is really of suffi-
cient importance to justify our military
intervention, gravely underestimate the con-
sequences of doing nothing. There is always
method in Milosevic’s madness. He is a mas-
ter at using human tides of refugees to de-
stabilize his neighbors and weaken his oppo-
nents. And that we simply cannot now allow.
The surrounding countries just can’t absorb
two million Albanian refugees without pro-
voking a new spiral of violent disintegration,
possibly involving NATO members.

But the over-riding justification for mili-
tary action is quite simply the nature of the
enemy we face. We are not dealing with some
minor thug whose local brutalities may of-
fend our sensibilities from time to time.
Milosevic’s regime and the genocidal ide-
ology that sustains it represent something
altogether different—a truly monstrous evil;
one which cannot with safety be merely
checked or contained; one which must be to-
tally defeated and be seen by the Serbs
themselves to be defeated.

When that has been done, we need to learn
the lessons of what has happened and of the
warnings that were given but ignored. But
this is not the time. There has already been
too much media speculation about targets
and tactics, and some shameful and demor-
alizing commentary which can only help the
enemy. So I shall say nothing of detailed
tactics here tonight.

But two things more I must say.
First, about our fundamental aims. It

would be both cruel and stupid to expect the
Albanian Kosovans now to return to live
under any form of Serbian rule. Kosovo must

be given independence, initially under inter-
national protection. And there must be no
partition, a plan that predictable siren
voices are already advancing. Partition
would only serve to reward violence and eth-
nic cleansing. It would be to concede defeat.
And I am unmoved by Serb pleas to retain
their grasp on most of Kosovo because it
contains their holy places. Coming from
those who systematically leveled Catholic
churches and Muslim mosques wherever they
went, such an argument is cynical almost to
the point of blasphemy.

Second, about the general conduct of the
war. There are, in the end, no humanitarian
wars. War is serious and it is deadly. In wars
risk is inevitable and casualties, including
alas civilian casualties, are to be expected.
Trying to fight a war with one hand tied be-
hind your back is the way to lose it. We al-
ways regret the loss of the lives. But we
should have no doubt that it is not our
troops or pilots, but the men of evil, who
bear the guilt.

The goal of war is victory. And the only
victory worth having now is one that pre-
vents Serbia ever again having the means to
attack its neighbors and terrorize its non-
Serb inhabitants. That will require the de-
struction of Serbia’s political will, the de-
struction of its war machine and all the in-
frastructure on which these depend. We must
be prepared to cope with all the changing de-
mands of war—including, if that is what is
required, the deployment of ground troops.
And we must expect a long haul until the job
is done.

Mr. MCCAIN. Those are Margaret
Thatcher’s remarks. They were deliv-
ered at the Institute for Free Enter-
prise on the 20th anniversary of her be-
coming Great Britain’s Prime Minister.

I hope that all of my colleagues be-
fore voting tomorrow will read her re-
marks—Brent Scowcroft, Lawrence
Eagleburger, and virtually every per-
son who has held a position of author-
ity on national security matters, both
Republican and Democrat, for more
than two decades.

Mr. President, the hour is late. I will
move to the closing remarks in just a
moment.

We have had a good debate today. I
wish it had been longer. I think it
should go on for several more days. But
it won’t.

Tomorrow we will have a tabling mo-
tion which may be one of the more bi-
zarre scenarios that I have seen in my
13 years here in the Senate, with an ad-
ministration lobbying feverishly to de-
feat a resolution which gives it more
authority. I have never seen that be-
fore in my years in the Senate.

I believe we could have carried this
resolution if the administration had
supported it. I can only conclude that
the reason for it is that the President
of the United States is more interested
in his own Presidency than the institu-
tion of the Presidency. Mr. President,
that is indeed a shame.
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business, Friday, April 30, 1999,
the federal debt stood at
$5,585,839,850,171.61 (Five trillion, five
hundred eighty-five billion, eight hun-
dred thirty-nine million, eight hundred

fifty thousand, one hundred seventy-
one dollars and sixty-one cents).

One year ago, April 30, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,499,895,000,000
(Five trillion, four hundred ninety-nine
billion, eight hundred ninety-five mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, April 30, 1984, the
federal debt stood at $1,486,116,000,000
(One trillion, four hundred eighty-six
billion, one hundred sixteen million).

Twenty-five years ago, April 30, 1974,
the federal debt stood at $472,852,000,000
(Four hundred seventy-two billion,
eight hundred fifty-two million) which
reflects a debt increase of more than $5
trillion—$5,112,987,850,171.61 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred twelve billion, nine
hundred eighty-seven million, eight
hundred fifty thousand, one hundred
seventy-one dollars and sixty-one
cents) during the past 25 years.
f

GENERAL HAWLEY’S COMMENTS
ON READINESS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, last
week the Air Force General in charge
of the Air Combat Command provided
some valuable observations for the
Senate to consider as we contemplate
funding another protracted military
operation.

General Richard Hawley observed
that the current build up in Europe has
weakened our ability to meet our other
global commitments. General Hawley
added that the air operation in Kosovo
would require a reconstitution period
of up to five months.

The General will be retiring in June,
and has spoken out on how this war in
Kosovo will weaken the readiness of
the Air Force. I hope Senators will con-
sider his concerns, and I ask unani-
mous consent that the General’s re-
marks on military readiness reported
in the April 30th Washington Post be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the re-
marks were ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 30, 1999]
GENERAL SAYS U.S. READINESS IS AILING

(By Bradley Graham)
The general who oversees U.S. combat air-

craft said yesterday the Air Force has been
sorely strained by the Kosovo conflict and
would be hard-pressed to handle a second war
in the Middle East or Korea.

Gen. Richard Hawley, who heads the Air
Combat Command, told reporters that five
weeks of bombing Yugoslavia have left U.S.
munition stocks critically short, not just of
air-launched cruise missiles as previously re-
ported, but also of another precision weapon,
the Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM)
dropped by B–2 bombers. So low is the inven-
tory of the new satellite-guided weapons,
Hawley said, that as the bombing campaign
accelerates, the Air Force risks exhausting
its prewar supply of more than 900 JDAMs
before the next scheduled delivery in May.

‘‘It’s going to be really touch-and-go as to
whether we’ll go Winchester on JDAMs,’’ the
four-star general said, using a pilot’s term
for running out of bullets.

On a day the Pentagon announced deploy-
ment of an additional 10 giant B–52 bombers
to NATO’s air battle, Hawley said the con-
tinuing buildup of U.S. aircraft means more
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